U03732 THE EMPEROR NERO
(Dr Dominic Berry)

This course handbook should be used in conjunction with the Honours Handbook 2007-08
(see www.shca.ed.ac.uk/classics/undergraduate/documents/ClassicsHonoursHandbook
2007_2008.pdf, or available from the Classics Office). There you will find information on
course protocol, in particular on plagiarism, and a section on assessment, including penalties
for late submission of coursework.

COURSE ORGANISER

The course organiser is Dr Dominic Berry (David Hume Tower 4.11; tel. 0131 650 3590;
email d.h.berry@ed.ac.uk). Other helpful contacts are the Classics secretaries, Jill Shaw
(Classics Office, David Hume Tower 5.02, mornings only; tel. 0131 650 3580; email
Jill.Shaw @ed.ac.uk) and Elaine Hutchison (David Hume Tower 5.01, afternoons only; tel.
0131 650 3582; email E.Hutchison@ed.ac.uk).

As well as your needing to contact us, we may need to contact you. Itis a university
requirement that students respond to emails sent to their university email address. We will
assume that every student on this course can be contacted at this address
(smatriculationnumber@sms.ed.ac.uk) and checks their incoming mail regularly.

TIME AND PLACE

Semester 1, Weeks 1-9 and 11, Tuesdays 11.10 a.m.-1 p.m. in Adam Ferguson Building G 10.
In addition, tutorials will be held in Weeks 7 and 10 at times to be arranged.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course provides an opportunity to study in detail the reign of the fifth (and perhaps the
most notorious) Roman emperor, Nero (AD 54-68), and, through this, to understand the
history of the Julio-Claudian period (31 BC-AD 68). It will address the nature and
development of the Roman principate; Nero’s early life; the history of his reign; his artistic
preoccupations; and the reasons for his failure and fall. Particular emphasis will be placed on
the sources for the period, which are exceptionally rich, extending from the philosophy and
satire of Nero’s tutor Seneca to the visually spectacular coinage and the extensive remains of
Nero’s Domus Aurea in Rome. Tacitus’ Annals and Suetonius’ Life of Nero will be studied in
English translation, and will be considered from a literary as well as a historical perspective.

INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES

On successful completion of the course, students should be able to demonstrate in tutorial
discussion, in coursework and in the written degree examination that they have acquired the
following specific academic competences:

¢ asound understanding of the history and politics of the Neronian period;

e skills of historical and literary analysis of classical texts and other ancient sources;



® and an awareness and appreciation of a selection of works by Tacitus and Suetonius
studied in English translation.
In addition, they should be able to demonstrate, again through tutorial discussion, coursework
and the written degree examination, that they have acquired the following specific
transferable skills:
e gathering material independently on a given topic and organising it into a coherent set
of data;
e comparing differing sets of data and drawing conclusions from them;
e evaluating different approaches to and explanations of material, and making critical
choices between them;
e expressing ideas and arguments clearly;
¢ and organising their own learning, managing their workload and working to a
timetable.
They should also have developed their general competences as follows, and be able to
demonstrate them by the means stated above:
e general historical understanding;
e general literary appreciation.

ACCESSIBILITY

We welcome students with disabilities (including those with specific learning difficulties such
as dyslexia), and are working to make all our courses accessible. If you wish to talk to a
member of academic staff about the course requirements and your particular needs, please
contact Dr David Greasley (email David.Greasley @ed.ac.uk, tel. 0131 650 3838), Room 128,
William Robertson Building.

PRESCRIBED TEXTS

Your prescribed texts for this course are as follows:

e Tacitus, The Annals, tr. A.J.Woodman (Indianapolis, 2004), Books 12 (1-9, 22, 25-6,
41-2, 53-4, 56-9, 64-9 only), 13-16 (complete); and

e either (recommended for Ancient History): Suetonius, Nero, tr. C.Edwards, in
Suetonius: Lives of the Caesars, Oxford World’s Classics (Oxford, 2000);

¢ or (recommended for Classical Literature in Translation): [Seneca], Octavia, tr.
J.G.Fitch, in Seneca: Oedipus, Agamemnon, Thyestes, Hercules on Oeta, Octavia,
Loeb Classical Library (Cambridge, Mass. and London, 2004).

LECTURES AND TUTORIALS

1. [2 hour lecture]
Introduction to course. Nero, “firebrand of the human race”: methods of approach.

2. [2 hour lecture]
The nature and development of the principate. What emperors actually did.

3. [2 hour lecture]
The sources I: Tacitus, Suetonius and Dio.

4. [2 hour lecture]



The sources II: Seneca and other authors; inscriptions, papyri and coins.

5. [2 hour lecture]
Nero’s family, boyhood and accession.

6. [2 hour lecture]
Nero’s principate: the good years.
For next week you should research and study the following passages: Tacitus,
Annals 13.16.1-13.17.1 (“It was a custom...the indivisibility of kingship’’) and
15.43 (““‘As for the parts of the City...scorched under the more severe heat”).
Make notes which (a) indicate the passage’s context and (b) comment on
historical, literary and any other points of interest. In other words, for each
passage, you should write a gobbet answer as you would in the exam, but in note
form.

7. [2 hour lecture]
Nero’s principate: the years of tyranny.
[1 hour tutorial]
Tacitus: discussion of prepared passages.

8. [2 hour lecture]
Nero’s principate: (1) art and architecture: the Domus Aurea; (2) foreign affairs.

9. [2 hour lecture]
Nero’s principate: the fall of Nero.
For next week you should research and study the following passages: either
Suetonius, Nero 13-14 (I am, I believe...the first and fourth’) and 52-3 (‘*In his
youth...with his own hands”) or [Seneca], Octavia 593-631 and 820-59. Make
notes which (a) indicate the passage’s context and (b) comment on historical,
literary and any other points of interest. In other words, for each passage, you
should write a gobbet answer as you would in the exam, but in note form.

10. [1 hour tutorial]
Either Suetonius or Octavia: discussion of prepared passages.

11. [2 hour lecture]
Conclusions. Exam guidance.

ASSESSMENT

The course is assessed by a coursework essay (30%) and a 2-hour examination (70%).

The essay must be of 3,000-3,500 words, and must be submitted to the Classics Office not
later than 12 noon on Monday of Week 12 (3 December 2007). Choose one of the following

titles:

1. How far was the senate to blame for the poor relations it had with Nero?
2. Why was there no conspiracy against Nero until AD 65?



3. Discuss the development of art, architecture and town planning under Nero.

4. Tacitus’ view of Nero may be more profound than Suetonius’, but is it more true?

5. Compare the picture of Nero and his court given in Tacitus’ Annals with that given in the
Octavia.

The exam will consist of passages for comment taken from the prescribed texts, and an essay
question.

CLASSICS ESSAY GUIDELINES

Your coursework must follow the Classics essay guidelines set out at:
www.shca.ed.ac.uk/classics/undergraduate/documents/Essayguidelines0708.pdf. Work which
does not follow the guidelines will be penalised. Please read the guidelines carefully and
follow them in all your work in Classics.

RECOMMENDED READING
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R.H.Martin, Tacitus (London, 1981)

E.O’Gorman, Irony and Misreading in the Annals of Tacitus (Cambridge, 2000)
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(eds), Tacitus and the Tacitean Tradition (Princeton, 1993), 104-28: on Tacitus’
portrayal of the Pisonian conspiracy
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[Senecal, Octavia

A.J.Boyle, Roman Tragedy (Abingdon, 2006)

A.J.Boyle, Octavia: Attributed to Seneca (Oxford, forthcoming May 2008): a major
commentary
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Sources: coins
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Sources: inscriptions

K.K.Carroll, The Parthenon Inscription (Durham, North Carolina, 1982): a fascinating
account of the inscription put up on the east front of the Parthenon in AD 61-2 to
honour Nero

R.K.Sherk, Translated Documents of Greece and Rome 6: The Roman Empire: Augustus to
Hadrian (Cambridge, 1988), nos. 61-78

E.M.Smallwood, Documents Illustrating the Principates of Gaius, Claudius and Nero
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Nero: general
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A.Claridge, Rome: an Oxford Archaeological Guide (Oxford, 1998)

J.Coulston and H.Dodge, Ancient Rome: the Archaeology of the Eternal City (Oxford
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