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I: INTRODUCTION

This Handbook contains important information about the honours courses and degree
programmes available within Classics in the academic session 2011-12. It also explains
how to choose the appropriate combination of courses for your degree programme, and
gives information about dissertations and assessment, as well as other more general
matters relating to your course. You should study this Handbook carefully and keep it
for reference throughout the year.

All students who will be either in their third or their fourth year in 2011-12 (including
those students spending 3rd year abroad) must complete an Application Form for entry to
Classics Honours courses. These will be found either at
http://www.shc.ed.ac.uk/classics/undergraduate/ClassicsHonoursApplications.htm

or a paper copy may be collected from the Undergraduate Reception G.08. All details for
the application process will be found on the website. PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU
COMPLETE THE CORRECT FORM. Consult the relevant sections of this Handbook before
completing the form, and speak to the appropriate member of staff if you wish to find out
more about any aspect of your degree programme next session. You will find the following
sections of the Handbook particularly helpful:

Section Il indicates the combinations of courses which are required for the various
degree programmes, both those taught wholly within Classics and the several Combined
Honours degrees with other subject areas.

Section Il lists and gives information about the courses which will be available in 2011-
12.

Section XI gives a detailed timetable for the academic session 2011-12.

Third year students can choose a maximum of three courses in each semester. Fourth year
students are reminded that the Dissertation is a year-long project and counts as two
courses (40 credits); you are therefore advised to choose no more than two courses in each
semester. If there is a choice of more than one course within any group, you

should put down on your Application Form both your first choice and your second choice.

We are committed to keeping staff-student ratios low in order to ensure the best possible
teaching and learning experience. In some cases a course may be oversubscribed. If this
occurs, every effort will be made to be equitable. Priority, however, will be given to those
who have submitted their Honours application form by the deadline and to those for whom
the course is a degree requirement. If you are not allocated to your chosen course, then
we will try to place you in your next choice in order of preference.

It is your responsibility to ensure that course application forms are returned to
jill.shaw@ed.ac.uk or to Dropbox 17 (opposite Undergraduate Reception, Doorway 4,
Teviot Place) from Monday 14 March to the deadline, Friday 25th March. Later in the
summer you will be informed about confirmation of your curriculum for the following year.

Should you wish any further advice either | or your Director of Studies will be glad to

assist.

Dr Glenys Davies
March 2011



Contact Information

Classics, School of History, Classics and Archaeology, The University of Edinburgh, Doorway
4, Teviot Place, Edinburgh, EH8 9AG

Undergraduate Reception for History, Classics and Archaeology is on the ground floor in
room G.08. open Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, during the teaching weeks, with reduced
opening hours during vacations.

The School Undergraduate Student Support Office is on the ground floor in room G.06.
Opening hours are Monday to Friday, 9am to 1pm and 2pm to 5pm.

Academic staff should be contacted by email or phone, details can be found on the School
website at http://www.shc.ed.ac.uk/contact/list_all.php

Classics Honours Application website
http://www.shc.ed.ac.uk/classics/undergraduate/ClassicsHonoursApplications.htm




Il: DEGREE PROGRAMMES

The basic principle which underlies all degree programmes is that all students must
take courses to a total value of 120 credit points in their third year and further courses
to a total value of 120 credit points in their fourth year; in most degree programmes,
the fourth year courses must include a 40-point dissertation.

This information will be available shortly in the School Intranet Summaries for 2011-12 at
http://www.shc.ed.ac.uk/student/undergraduate/current_studies/#dpt

A: Degrees taught entirely within Classics

Since each Classics honours course amounts to 20 points, this means that students must
complete six honours courses in their third year and four honours courses and a
dissertation in their fourth year.

The formats for the third and fourth years of all degree programmes within Classics are
given below, indicating how the different degree programmes are put together by using
various combinations of courses from each group within the Classics subject area (as listed
in Section Il of this Handbook). All of these degree programmes will have eleven units of
assessment, one for each of the ten courses chosen and one for the dissertation.

Ancient History

3" year History in Theory*
2 courses from the Ancient History group
3 courses from any group

4" year 2 courses from the Ancient History group
2 courses from any group
dissertation

(At least 6 courses over the two years must be chosen from the Ancient
History group)

* This course is compulsory, unless you have chosen to take Latin 1ha
Ancient History and Classical Archaeology

3" year 2 courses from the Ancient History group
2 courses from the Classical Art/Archaeology group
1 course from either the Ancient History group or the
Classical Art/Archaeology group
1 course from any group

4™ year 2 courses from the Ancient History group
2 courses from the Classical Art/Archaeology group
dissertation



Ancient History and Greek or Latin

3" year

4™ year

3 courses from the Ancient History group
either Greek Language (A) or Latin Language (A)
2 further courses from either the Greek group or the Latin

group

1 course from the Ancient History group

either Greek Language (B) or Latin Language (B)

1 further course from either the Greek group or the Latin
group

1 course from any group

dissertation

Classical Archaeology and Greek or Latin

3" year

4" year

Classical Studies

3" year

4" year

3 courses from the Classical Art/Archaeology group

either Greek Language (A) or Latin Language (A)

2 further courses from either the Greek group or the Latin
group

1 course from the Classical Art/Archaeology group

either Greek Language (B) or Latin Language (B)

1 further course from either the Greek group or the Latin
group

1 course from any group

dissertation

4 courses from the Ancient History, Classical Art/
Archaeology and Classical Literature in
Translation groups

2 courses from any group

4 courses from the Ancient History, Classical Art/
Archaeology and Classical Literature in
Translation groups

dissertation



Classics

Greek Studies

Latin Studies

3" year

4™ year

3" year

4" year

3" year

4" year

Greek Language (A)

Latin Language (A)

1 further course from the Greek group

1 further course from the Latin group

1 further course from either the Greek group or the Latin group
1 course from any group

Greek Language (B)

Latin Language (B)

1 further course from the Greek group
1 further course from the Latin group
dissertation

Greek Language (A)

2 further courses from the Greek group

2 Greek-related courses from: Ancient History, Classical
Art/Classical Archaeology, Classical Literature in
Translation.

1 course from: Ancient History, Classical Art/Classical
Archaeology, Classical Literature in Translation, Greek
and Latin.

Greek Language (B)

2 further courses from the Greek group

1 Greek-related course from: Ancient History, Classical
Art/Classical Archaeology, Classical Literature in
Translation.

dissertation

Latin Language (A)

2 further courses from the Latin group

3 courses from: Ancient History, Classical Art/Classical
Archaeology, Classical Literature in Translation, Greek and
Latin.

Latin Language (B)

2 further courses from the Latin group

1 course from: Ancient History, Classical Art/Classical
Archaeology, Classical Literature in Translation, Greek
and Latin.

dissertation



Joint degrees with other Subject Areas (‘Combined Honours’)

The following joint degrees with other subject areas are offered:

English or Scottish Literature and Classics
History and Classics
Modern European Languages and Classics

(in these degrees the Classics element may be either Greek or Latin or a
combination of Ancient History, Classical Art and Archaeology, and Classical
Literature in Translation)

Classics and Linguistics or English Language

(in which the Classics element may be either Greek or Latin)

Ancient and Medieval History

History in Theory is compulsory, unless you have chosen to take Latin 1Ha

Philosophy and Greek
Sanskrit and Greek or Latin
Ancient Mediterranean Civilisations

All Combined Honours degrees share a common pattern, with the exception of those
which combine Classics with English or Scottish Literature or with Modern European
Languages. For all other degrees, the pattern for the two honours years is as follows:

3" year: courses totalling 120 points must be taken;

of these 120 points, 40 must come from Classics, 40 from the other subject area, and
40 from either subject area, at the student’s choice;

4™ year: courses totalling 120 points must be taken;

of these 120 points, 40 must come from Classics and 40 from the other subject area;
students must also write a dissertation, which will account for the remaining 40
points;

the dissertation may discuss a topic which arises from either subject area or which
bridges the two.

In the Combined Honours degree in English or Scottish Literature and Classics,
students who choose to write a dissertation in English or Scottish Literature do so
partly in 3" year and partly in 4™ year, with 20 credit points being given for each part.
In all other respects, the format for this degree is the same as that given above for
the other Combined Honours degrees.

In the Combined Honours degree in Modern European Languages and Classics, students
spend their 3rd year abroad, in a country appropriate to their chosen modern
European language. They normally attend a university in that country and take
classical courses of suitable content and level, worth 40 credits (=20 ECTS credits).



A further 20 credits relate to preparation for the dissertation, which may be either in
Classics or in the modern European language. If the dissertation is in Classics, the
student must during the third year make progress in defining and investigating a
suitable topic and in compiling a bibliography.

The completion of the dissertation in 4th year counts for a further 20 credits. The
dissertation is assessed as a whole at the end of that year; overall it counts as two
units of assessment (= 20 credits preparation + 20 credits completion). In addition,
Classics options worth 60 credits are taken (for those choosing a Latin or Greek
pathway Latin Language B or Greek Language B is compulsory).

[For the modern European language requirements in years 3 & 4 see the information in
the MEL handbook and the DRPS entry for the degree.]

In the Ancient Mediterranean Civilisations degree, in 3™ Year you must take a total of
120 credits. Of these 120 credits, 60 credits must come from Classics (Ancient
History or Classical Archaeology courses) and 60 credits must come from Archaeology.
In 4™ Year you must take a total of 120 credits. Of these 120 credits, 40 credits must
come from Classics (Ancient History or Classical Archaeology courses), 40 credits must
come from Archaeology and 40 credits from a Dissertation in either Classics or
Archaeology.
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IV:  COURSE PARTICIPATION and CONTACT

Admittance into the Honours programme is an indication that you are ready to work at a
much higher level and with a greater degree of independence and commitment than at
Sub-Honours level.

We expect you to take responsibility for your own learning, including wide reading from
the course bibliography. Your essays should be researched, reasoned and informed pieces
of work. Responsibility for your own learning also involves planning your study and
research; however, course organisers are of course available to discuss essay plans and
give essay feedback in their office hours and at other times, by appointment.

A high level of participation is expected from students at Honours level. Many classes are
run as seminars or informal lectures and you will be expected to prepare for class and
answer/ask questions when appropriate. Class numbers are kept as low as possible in order
to allow for student participation.

Many courses have compulsory attendance in seminars and persistent absence from classes
without sufficient justification will be reported to your Director of Studies.

Most courses now have a website which displays information about the class, including, at
the very least, a copy of the course handbook. You are advised to check this website
regularly: failure to see a notice will not count as an excuse.

Information about courses may also be displayed periodically on the appropriate Classics
Undgergraduate notice-board all on the ground floor in Teviot Place. Check the relevant
notice-boards regularly: again, failure to see a notice will not count as an excuse.

Messages about courses may also be circulated to students by e-mail. It is now a
University requirement that students must respond to e-mails sent to their University e-
mail address, and it will be assumed that every member of the class can be contacted at
this address (smatriculationnumber@sms.ed.ac.uk) and checks incoming mail regularly.

Your Director of Studies is first port of call for problems of an academic or pastoral nature.
Any students who are worried about passing exams, OR contemplating a degree transfer OR
thinking about graduating with an ordinary BA degree, OR experiencing any ill health or
personal problems which affect coursework, should contact their Director of Studies.
However, the Student Support Office can often be of help with advice on correct
procedures. Email: ssohca@ed.ac.uk or phone: 0131 651 1800.

Attendance Monitoring

The Legislation passed recently by the UK Government relating to Points-Based
Immigration requires all universities to monitor the attendance of their international
students.

In the College of Humanities and Social Science, we intend to meet this duty by monitoring
the attendance of all our students, as this will give us a positive opportunity to identify
and help all students who might be having problems of one kind or another, or who might
need more support.

We will do this by monitoring attendance of undergraduate students at these standard
contact points:

e registration including ‘Confirmation of Attendance’ at the start of each academic year
e all coursework hand-ins
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e attendance at all exams

You must be physically seen at these contact points to confirm that you remain at
Edinburgh and on-programme. Emails, including email copies of coursework supplied in lieu
of paper copies submitted in person, are not acceptable.

If you miss a contact point or anticipate doing so, please report to the School’s Student
Support Office, ideally in advance and in person. If you are absolutely unable to report in
person, please make contact by phone immediately on 0131 651 1800.

If you miss a contact point and don't provide a satisfactory explanation this may be termed
as non-attendance in which case we will investigate further and try to make contact with
you within 10 days. If we fail to do so successfully and you are an international student,
we will be obliged to report the non-attendance to the College Dean. This could result in
our sponsorship of you and your visa being revoked. If you are not an international
student, you should be aware that non-attendance may result in you being withdrawn from
the programme.

Student feedback and representation

Feedback from students is always welcome. You may either contact the course organiser
personally or speak to the Class Representative. Student representatives in Honours
Ancient History, Classical Archaeology, Classical Literature, Greek and Latin will be
elected at the start of the academic year. They will serve on the Staff Student Liaison
Committee and their contact details will be made available on class notice-boards and on
the SSLC website:

http://www.shca.ed.ac.uk/classics/undergraduate/StaffStudentLiaison.htm

At the end of each course, you will be asked for your anonymous comments on a course
assessment questionnaire. These questionnaires are taken very seriously by staff and you
are requested to comment as fully as possible: in the past student feedback has been very
useful and has led to course redesign.

V: TEACHABILITY AND STUDENTS WITH A DISABILITY

‘Teachability’ refers to our aim to make all our courses accessible to all students,
regardless of their disabilities.

Students with disabilities

We welcome students with disabilities (including those with specific learning difficulties
such as dyslexia) and are working to make all our courses accessible. If you wish to talk to
a member of staff about the course requirements and your particular needs please first
contact the School's Student Support Office (room 103, William Robertson Building or 0131
651 1800) who will direct you to the appropriate member of academic staff and/or to the
University's Disability Office.

You can also contact the Disability Office directly (6-8 South College Street or 0131 650
6828), and an Advisor will be happy to meet with you. The Advisor can discuss possible
adjustments and specific examination arrangements with you, assist you with an
application for Disabled Students' Allowance, give you information about available
technology and personal assistance such as note takers, proof readers or dyslexia tutors,
and prepare a Learning Profile for your School which outlines recommended adjustments.
You will be expected to provide the Disability Office with evidence of disability - either a
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letter from your GP or specialist, or evidence of specific learning difficulty. For dyslexia or
dyspraxia this evidence must be a recent Chartered Educational Psychologist's assessment.
If you do not have this, the Disability Office can put you in touch with an independent
Educational Psychologist.

VI: VISITING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

All courses are open to visiting undergraduates. You must complete all the work of the
class in order to gain full credit. If you are taking courses taught in the second semester,
you must take the degree examination at the end of the year; if you are to be in Edinburgh
only in the first semester, you will be required to produce a special written assessment at
the end of that semester, details of which will be in individual course handbooks.

We recognise that different countries have different academic environments and
expectations and you may find yourself unsure about what is expected of you in Classics at
Edinburgh. Your Director of Studies should be able to advise you on general academic
matters but we also strongly encourage you to seek further advice from your course
organisers.

Visiting international students now have a representative on the Staff Student Liaison
Committee, where students can voice concerns and suggestions, and you will receive an
email about this.

Vil: PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism is the act of copying or including in one's own work, without adequate
acknowledgement, intentionally or unintentionally, the work of another, for one's own
benefit. It is a form of cheating.

You must sign a Declaration of Own Work when submitting ANY coursework.

Academic work is based on a synthesis of sources and ideas. It is perfectly acceptable to
make use of another person’s ideas or opinions in formulating your own, but to use another
person’s work without acknowledging it, or under the pretence that it is your own, is
plagiarism, and is contrary to the principles of academic study. Please note that
Coursework may be scanned through plagiarism checking software.

The following are examples of plagiarism:

1. Including in one’s own work extracts from another person’s work without the use of
quotation marks and the acknowledgement of the source (which may be a book, a
research paper, a web source, another student’s work, a lecturer’s comments or
class notes, data, lab work or pictures etc.).

Summarising another person’s work without acknowledgement.

3. Using the ideas or help of another person without acknowledgement of the source.
(Help can include, for example, the provision of materials, help from librarians or
technicians.)

4. Copying the work of another student, with or without their knowledge or
agreement.

5. Cutting and pasting from electronic sources without explicit acknowledgement of
the URL / author, and without explicitly marking the pasted text in inverted
commas, or labelling the source of the diagram or illustration. The inclusion of
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large amounts of such pasted material, even if acknowledged, always raises doubts
about how much of the work presented should be credited to the student. The
same applies to over-quotation from a traditional, printed source.

Plagiarism is academically fraudulent, and is viewed by the University as a serious
disciplinary offence. It may be intentional or unintentional: the innocent misuse of
material without formal and proper acknowledgement can still constitute plagiarism
whether or not deliberate intent to cheat is involved.

Students can avoid plagiarism by ensuring that any sources used in submitted work (other
than examination scripts) are adequately acknowledged and properly referenced, and that
appropriate standards for academic practice in the relevant subject area are always
adhered to. This will include:

1. Providing full citation (with page numbers) of all sources (books, articles,
websites, newspapers, images, artefacts, lecture handouts, data sources etc.)
used in the preparation of a piece of work.

2. Properly referencing the sources of the arguments and ideas used in an
assignment, using the recognised reference system for the subject area. Both
quotations and paraphrased or summarised versions of arguments or ideas should
be referenced in this way.

3. Following other guidelines for preparing and presenting coursework as provided
by the subject area.

Further information on plagiarism and how to avoid it will be found at the following url:

http://www.acaffairs.ed.ac.uk/Administration/Guidancelnformation/AcademicBestPractic
e/Plagiarism/StudentGuidance.htm

VIiI: GUIDELINES FOR ESSAYS IN CLASSICS

Students are strongly advised to study the "Guidelines for Essays in Classics”, which can be
found on the Classics website: http://www.shc.ed.ac.uk/classics/undergraduate/

Part 1 contains guidance on writing and structuring essays, and on the use of primary and
secondary sources. Part 2 gives rules for the presentation of essays and dissertations, and
explains how references and bibliographies should be set out. Work which does not follow
these guidelines will be penalised. Please read the guidelines carefully and follow them in
all your work in Classics.

As noted in Section IV, essays at Honours Level should be a step up from essays in years 1
and 2. They should be researched, reasoned and informed pieces of work. Responsibility
for your own learning also involves planning your study and research; however, course
organisers are of course available to discuss essay plans and give essay feedback in their
office hours and at other times, by appointment.
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IX: DISSERTATIONS

Your dissertation will be the longest piece of work you will submit towards your degree
assessment. It counts as the equivalent of two courses and has a credit weighting of 40
points. The dissertation is an extended essay which investigates independently a topic or
problem or text. It is not a postgraduate thesis, in which an original contribution is
required, but it should represent your own investigation of your chosen topic, carried out
with a critical analysis and reasoned treatment of evidence and issues.

For further information on the dissertation you should consult the Dissertation section of
the Classics website, including the Dissertation Handbook:
http://www.shc.ed.ac.uk/classics/undergraduate/ClassicsDissertations.htm

For 4™ year students the submission date for the Dissertation in 2011-12 to be announced
at a later date. Please refer frequently to the Dissertation webpages.

X: STUDY ABROAD IN YEAR 3

Three categories of students will be studying abroad in their third year.

1. Students who are on the M.A. (Hons) in Modern European Languages and Classics
degree programme. They normally attend a University in the country appropriate to
their Modern Language programme under an Erasmus exchange scheme and take
classical courses of appropriate content and level, worth 40 Edinburgh credits = 20
ECTS credits.

2. Students who have been selected by the subject area for an ERASMUS place at a
partner university in Europe, or, exceptionally, who have gained an ERASMUS place
on an undersubscribed exchange belonging to another subject area.

3. Students who have gained a place on the University of Edinburgh’s International
exchange scheme (e.g. in USA, Canada or Australia). Such places are subject to
university-wide competition.

By April of your second year (much earlier in the case of International exchanges) the
process of selection / nomination will usually have been completed. However, detailed
arrangements for your courses will remain to be discussed with your DoS and the exchange
programmes officer and to be confirmed by the Head of Classics.

Please note the following:-

(a) You will normally be expected to take a full work-load of courses at the host
university (i.e. the norm for a full-time student at that institution). At universities
in the E.U. a normal work-load for a full year would be 60 ECTS' credits (1 ECTS
credit = 2 University of Edinburgh credits). If you are a modern language student,
the work-load will be adjusted to 40 Edinburgh credits = 20 ECTS credits to allow
for your commitments to your modern language studies.

(b) The courses must be of appropriate level and content, and should not overlap
significantly with courses which you intend to take in fourth year, on return to
Edinburgh.

! European Credit Tranfer Scheme
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() You will be expected to remain in regular contact by email with your Edinburgh
department(s).You will usually find it difficult to finalise all your courses before
arrival at the host university; in such cases you must consult the exchange
programmes officer or your DoS immediately on arrival and have your course
choices confirmed before you embark on them. Likewise, changes of course should
not be made without such prior consultation. Your preliminary plans for the fourth
year dissertation will also need to be discussed as the year progresses.

(d) All students graduating in 2011 except those on the joint degree with Modern
European Languages bring back credits but not grades from their study abroad.
Their honours classification is therefore based on the courses taken in fourth year.

For those on the joint degree with MEL two units of assessment from their year
abroad count towards their final honours classification. These will normally consist
of classical courses taken at another European university under the ERASMUS
exchange scheme and graded there.

Xl:  ASSESSMENT
GENERAL INFORMATION

Most courses are assessed by a combination of continuous assessment and two-hour degree
examination: for exceptions see course assessment details in Section lll. Individual course
handbooks will give further details regarding the ways in which these two elements of
assessment are combined.

Examinations
o All examinations are of two-hour duration.
o All courses will be assessed at the end of the academic year in which they are

taught, except courses Greek 1ha and Greek 2Ha and Latin 1ha and Latin 2Ha which will be
assessed at the end of the first semester.

o Visiting students will be assessed at the end of the academic year unless they are
only in Edinburgh for Semester 1.

o Greek Language (A) and (B) and Latin Language (A) and (B) are assessed by a two-
hour examination paper only.

o Some courses are assessed by continuous assessment alone: see course assessment
details in Section lIl.

Continuous assessment

Brief details are given in the course descriptions in Section 3. Full details of what will
constitute the element of continuous assessment in each course will be given in the Course
Handbook issued at the start of the course. In most cases, this will include the submission
of essays or other written work, and the following procedure must be observed for all
written work which will contribute to the final mark for any course. Please pay
particular attention to this procedure. The word ‘essay’ below is to be understood as
including all types of assessed coursework.

1.1 Essays may be handwritten, typed or word-processed, as indicated in the course
booklet. All essays should be double-spaced, with a margin of at least 2.5 cm on
both right and left sides of the page. Handwritten essays should be written in black
ink, to ensure that photocopies are legible.

1.2 Since all essays are marked anonymously, they should be identified only by your
examination number (not your matriculation number) on every page.
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2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

3.1

You must submit your essays in paper form; electronic submission is not
permissible. Word-processed work is preferable: it is your responsibility to ensure
that your submitted assessed work is legible.

Two copies of each essay must be submitted to the Undergraduate Reception (Room
G.08) by the date and time advertised in the relevant Course Handbook, or as
otherwise intimated.

The School's 'Declaration of Own Work' must be completed and attached to one
copy only of your coursework. This document is also available to download on the
Intranet at
http://www.shca.ed.ac.uk/student/undergraduate/coursework/documents/SHCAD
eclOwnWorkSept11.pdf.

It is essential for fairness that all students hand in their coursework by the same
deadline. Your coursework should be submitted to the Undergraduate Reception
(Room G.08) by the deadline given in your course booklet or on the course website.

Late coursework submitted without an authorised extension will be recorded as late
and the following penalties will apply: 5 percentage points will be deducted for
every working day it is late, up to a maximum of 5 working days. After this time a
mark of zero will be recorded.

An initial mark of 70% will therefore be reduced to 65, 60, 55, 50 and 45 over five
working days, and then to 0.

These penalties follow the University’s Assessment Regulations.

Late coursework will only be accepted without penalty if you have provided a good
reason and have been granted an extension.

Any items of coursework which contribute to assessment and which are not
submitted will be given a mark of 0%.

It is your responsibility to apply for an extension in advance of the published
submission deadline. Sympathetic consideration will be given to requests for
extensions where there are exceptional circumstances involving medical or personal
problems. The following, however, will not be accepted as good reasons for late
coursework:

More than one piece of work due on the same deadline. Deadlines are published
well in advance and you should plan your time to meet them

Computer or printer problems and similar reasons. You should back up your work
regularly and not rely on one saved copy only

You may be asked to produce documents such as a medical certificate to support
your extension request.

To request an extension:

You should contact the Student Support Office in the first instance who will pass
your request on to your Director of Studies. You will be informed whether your
request has been granted and your new deadline will be confirmed.

If you submit coursework after an authorised extended deadline, the usual
penalties for late submission will apply.

Please remember that you do not have an extension until authorisation has been
confirmed.

When essays are marked, you will be asked to collect from the Office one copy of
your essay, which will be accompanied by an ‘Essay Return Sheet’ containing
comments from the members of staff who have marked and/or moderated the
essay (all essays will have been looked at by two members of staff). The second
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copy of the essay, together with a copy of the ‘Essay Return Sheet’, will be
retained for consideration, where appropriate, by the Board of Examiners.

3.2 The mark on a returned essay is provisional and is subject to confirmation by the
Board of Examiners.

3.3 After you have collected your essay from the Office, you are advised to make
arrangements to discuss it with the member(s) of staff who have marked it.

(i)  MARKING SCHEME

All work will be assessed in accordance with the University’s Extended Common Marking
Scheme:-

Mark Grade Description
90-100 A1)

80-89 A2) Excellent
70-79 A3)

60-69 B Very Good
50-59 C Good
40-49 D Pass

30-39 E Marginal Fail
20-29 F Clear Fail
10-19 G Bad Fail
0-9 H Bad Fail

To help you understand what these grades mean, the following Grade Descriptions have
been drawn up:

A1 Excellent (90-100%) OUTSTANDING FIRST CLASS. An answer that fulfils all of the
criteria for A2 and in addition shows an exceptional degree of insight and independent
thought, together with flair in tackling issues. Work displaying the highest level of
scholarship and originality attainable within any given course/year of study. In courses
involving classical languages the work shows, where appropriate, an exceptionally high
level of linguistic competence.

A2 Excellent (80-89%) CLEAR FIRST CLASS. An authoritative answer that provides a fully
effective response to the question. It should show a command of the literature and an
ability to integrate that literature and go beyond it. The analysis should achieve a high
level of quality early on and sustain it through to the conclusion. Sources should be used
accurately and concisely to inform the answer but not dominate it. There should be a
sense of a critical and committed argument, mindful of other interpretations but not
afraid to question them. Presentation and the use of English should be commensurate with
the quality of the content. In courses involving classical languages the work shows, where
appropriate, a very high level of linguistic competence.

A3 Excellent (70-79%) LOW FIRST CLASS. A sharply-focused answer of high intellectual
quality, which adopts a comprehensive approach to the question and maintains a
sophisticated level of analysis throughout. It should show a willingness to engage critically
with the literature and move beyond it, using sources creatively to arrive at its own
independent conclusions. In courses involving classical languages the work shows, where
appropriate, a high level of linguistic competence.
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B Very Good (60-69%) Clearly structured work displaying an ability to deal with the
concepts, sources and arguments relevant to the topic under discussion and critical
judgement in selecting, evaluating and organising material. In the 65-69 range the work
will display some of the qualities of excellence outlined above, although some aspects will
be less fully realised. The 60-64 range represents above-average achievement in all or
most respects. In courses involving classical languages the work shows, where appropriate,
a sound grasp of the linguistic aspects of the subject.

C Good (50-59%) Sound and competent work which covers the basic subject matter and is
appropriately organised and presented. May tend to narrative and description rather than
analysis but does attempt to answer the question. There will be some evidence of the
inclusion of irrelevant material, a certain lack of focus in the discussion or deficiencies in
the evidence used to support the argument. Work in the 50-54 band is likely to be factually
sound but to show only a general grasp of the issues which the question is raising, and to
be weak in critical awareness and analytical qualities. In courses involving classical
languages the work shows, where appropriate, a fair understanding of the central linguistic
aspects of the subject.

D Pass (40-49%) Work which is adequate but limited. It may include irrelevant material
and be too descriptive and narrative. Some aspects of the question may be answered
competently, but others will be ignored because of omissions in the reading, factual
inaccuracy, difficulty in identifying the key issues and arguments, or poor style, structure
and presentation. In exams, an answer left unfinished may earn a mark in this range if it
gives evidence of the potential to perform better. In courses involving classical languages
the work shows, where appropriate, a basic understanding of the principal linguistic
features of the subject.

E Marginal Fail (30-39%) Work which is poorly structured and of very limited relevance to
the question. It may be distinguished by a lack of supporting evidence, misunderstandings,
a failure to address the question asked, substantial generalisation and the lack of any real
argument. In courses involving classical languages the work approaches closely a basic
understanding of the linguistic aspects of the subject but is deficient in important
respects.

F Clear Fail (20-29%) Work which shows little or no real understanding of the question and
which displays little or no evidence of learning.

G Bad Fail (10-19%) Work which fails on all criteria. It could also be the mark for a very
short answer with little relevant material.

H Bad Fail (0-9%) Incomplete work, or work with absolutely no relevance to the question.
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(iii)  RULES for CLASSIFYING HONOURS DEGREES

For students who entered Junior Honours in 2005 or later classification is on the basis of
the mean of marks obtained in qualifying level 10 courses taken in the Junior and Senior
Honours years (a total of 240 credit points). Full details of assessment regulations are to
be found at: http://www.aaps.ed.ac.uk/regulations/exam.htm

(iv)  SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES COMMITTEE

Prior to the meeting of the Board of Examiners at which honours degrees are classified,
there is a meeting of the Special Circumstances Committee to consider the case of any
students who feel that adverse circumstances may have affected their performance either
throughout the year or more specifically during the period of the examinations. Students
who wish such adverse circumstances to be considered by the Committee should ensure
that their Director of Studies is aware of the situation; contact with the Director should be
made no later than the end of the examination period.

(v} ACADEMIC APPEALS

The following webpage provides guidance for undergraduate students considering making
an academic appeal, and is intended to offer information and assistance. It should be
noted however that the academic appeals process is governed by the University’s
Assessment Regulations (link from web page below) which anyone contemplating an
academic appeal should also consult.
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/academic-services/students/undergraduate
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